MORE   ON   HOLLYWOOD
the premise that in the motion picture industry the market is the
controlling factor. There can be no other interpretation of Mr.
Zanuck's remarks regarding this point. My knowledge of him is
restricted to what I have read by and about him, but on the basis of
such restricted knowledge I would most definitely assert that he is
not a stupid man. Withal, a strict and literal interpretation of his
speech could well imply such a conclusion. What serious person
in the whole history of mankind has ever argued that in order to
bring light to a darkened world, in order to assuage the tortures of
mankind in a period of the most terrible war in history, it is necessary
to entertain? Taken literally, such a remark is almost inconceivable.
Could any real teacher, moralist, political thinker, honestly say that?
Did Jesus Christ and the Twelve Apostles believe that in order to
spread the Gospels they had to do so with entertainment? Did
Christ have Mary Magdalene perform fan dances or sing songs or
entertain before He preached? The fact is that when you really
teach, you do not need to entertain in the Hollywood sense of enter-
tainment. The fact is that when you have an imperative message to
give, you do not plan a set of conditions for delivering it. You do
not declare that unless the S.R.O. sign is put out your message has
failed and that here you will not deliver it again. All this is a truism.
But the glaring light it casts on Hollywood, and on the social system
of which Hollywood is an expression, is its own damning comment.
It is to such a pass that we have come, thanks to the almighty power
of cash value.
The fact, then, that Hollywood pictures do not truly provide for
the spiritual, moral, and aesthetic needs of the masses of the people
can be expressed in the difference between what the motion picture
could be and what it is. No other art medium has the power, the
potentiality, or the future of motion pictures. This is recognized by
everyone. I doubt if any man of this century was more sensitive to,
more aware of, more concerned with, the cultural needs of the masses
than was Lenin. He recognized the incalculable cultural potential-
ities of the motion picture. Anyone aware of the cultural problems
must recognize these potentialities. No cultural medium invented
by man could do as much to free mankind, to lift the level of con-
sciousness of the human race to the same extent as the motion picture.
But the fact is that, far from raising that level, it lowers it and causes
stagnation. Mr. Zanuck's speech documents this fact. He tells us
that motion picture people have the talents, have what he calls "the
know-how." This is indisputable. And whenever a Hollywood
studio does not have on its payroll the particular person needed to
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